Proposed changes to the Yolo Superior Court Local Rules
Rule 11 General Civil

RULE 11: GENERAL CIVIL

H3171.1 EAW-AND-MOTON CALENDARED MATTERS




(a) Centinuanees Law and Motion Continuances. Upon stipulation by all parties, or
upon request of the moving party with appropriate notice, law and motion matters may be
continued once by the clerk at least five (5) court days prior to the matter being heard.
Any party seeking a continuance that is not received timely shall appear in court at the
time set for hearing and request such from the judge to whom the matter has been
assigned.

(b) Dreps Law and Motion Withdrawals. When a matter is to be-drepped withdrawn
from the law and motion calendar, the moving party shall promptly notify the clerk’s
office, but in no event shall notice be later than two (2) court days before the hearing.

Apvnoticedessthan-fve- B shudbrequireapprosva-Hrontthe Cowrt

(¢) Short Cause Continuances. Upon stipulation, or request of the moving party with
notice to any previously noticed party and an order signed by the judge, any short cause
matter as defined in Rule 3.735(a) of the California Rules of Court may be continued
once any time prior to three (3) court days before the hearing. A request for continuance
made three (3) days or less before the hearing date shall be made upon ex parte motion
before the presiding judge.

H4171.2 TENTATIVE RULINGS

(a) Yolo Superior Court follows Rule 3.1308(a)(1) of the California Rules of Court for
tentative rulings. Tentative rulings for the next court day will be available by phone at
(530)406-6806 and on the Court’s web site after 2:00-p-m- 3:00 p.m. The tentative ruling
shall become the ruling of the court, unless a party desiring to be heard so advises the
courtroom clerk of the designated department no later than 4:00 p.m. on the court day
preceding the hearing, and further advises the courtroom clerk that such party has notified
the other side of its intention to appear.

(b) All noticed motions and demurrers in the civil department shall include the
following information in the notice:

“Pursuant to Local Rule H-4 /7.2, the court will issue a tentative ruling on the merits of
the matter by 2:00-p= 3:00 p.m. on the court day before the hearing. The tentative
rulings are available by phone at (530)406-6806 and on the Court’s web site after 2:00
pm. 3:00 p.m. The tentative ruling shall become the ruling of the court, unless a party
desiring to be heard so advises the courtroom clerk of the designated department no later
than 4:00 p.m. on the court day preceding the hearing, and further advises the courtroom
clerk that such party has notified the other party(s) of its intention to appear.”
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1.67/1.3 ATTORNEY FEES

Pursuant to Rule 3.1800(b) of the California Rules of Court, attorney fees may be
awarded in the case of a default judgment as follows:

Exclusive of costs and interest,

» Twenty-five percent (25%) of the first two thousand dollars ($2,000
awarded as damages with a minimum fee of three-hundred-doHars($306)
three hundred fifty dollars (3350);

» Twenty percent (20%) of the next four thousand dollars ($4,000);

» Fifteen percent (15%) of the next four thousand dollars ($4,000);

» Ten percent (10%) of the next ten thousand dollars ($10,000);

» Five percent (5%) of the next thirty thousand dollars ($30,000); and

» Two percent (2%) of amounts in excess of the first fifty thousand dollars
($50,000), on the next one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000); and

» The Court, in its discretion, will fix fees for recoveries in excess of one
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000).




H1071.4 SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPES

Anyone submitting documents for filing who desires the return of stamped copies shall
provide the clerk with a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope of sufficient size. If no
such envelope is provided, the documents will be placed in the attorney’s pick-up box
located in the Clerk’s office. Documents placed in the attorney’s box shall be claimed
within thirty (30) days or they will be discarded without notice.




12.1

Proposed changes to Yolo Superior Court Local Rules
Rule 12 Case Management

PURPOSE AND GOAL
The purpose and goal of civil case management is to:

(a) Manage fairly and efficiently, from commencement to disposition, the processing of
civil litigation;

(b) Fully implement the goals of Government Code Section 68600, et seq. and Rule
3.700, et seq. of the California Rules of Court;

(¢) Promote alternative dispute resolution (ADR); and

(d) Conduct case management conferences pursuant to Rule 3.720 et seq. of the
California Rules of Court.




12.2
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NOTICE OF CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE

(a) A case management conference will be set by the clerk at the time the complaint is
filed in approximately 120 days.

(b) If the complaint is a limited collection case, the clerk at the time of filing shall set the
case management conference 385 days after the complaint is filed pursuant to Rule

3.712(d) of the California Rules of Court.

(¢) If the complaint involves an uninsured motorist claim the case management

conference will be continued by the court for a period not to exceed 200 days from
the initial filing date.

(d) The plaintiff shall serve the complaint on each defendant together with the (1) the
Notice of Case Management Conference; (2) the Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR) information packet,; and (3) such local forms as may be provided by the court
clerk. The ADR information packet can be found on the Court’s website at
www.yolo.courts.ca.gov or can be obtained from the clerk’s office.













Proposed changes to the Yolo Superior Court Local Rules
Rule 14 Settlement Conference

Delete Rule 14 — Yolo Superior Court does not have a mandatory settlement program. The
parties can request a bench officer settlement conference.




Proposed changes to the Yolo Superior Court Local Rules

Rule 15 Civil Trials
Re-number Rule 15 to Rule 13

151 13.1 TRIALS
The conduct of civil trials shall be governed by these Rules except when otherwise
governed by statute, the California Rules of Court or by other provisions of the Yolo
Superior Court. (Effective January 1, 2007)

152 13.2 TRIAL STATEMENT AND MOTIONS IN LIMINE

Not later than fifteen (15) calendar days before the first day of trial, each party shall file
and serve:

(a) A brief trial statement which shall include:

1. A concise statement of the facts supporting the party’s claims or defenses;
2. A statement of admitted or undisputed facts;

3. A statement of issues of law. A-memeorandurm-of-autherities-may befiledin
conjunction with Rule 15.2(a)(3). but must be filed separately: and

4. The names of all witnesses, except impeachment and rebuttal witnesses.
(b) In jury cases, a list of special questions proposed for jury voir dire.

(c¢) All Motions in Limine. Oppositions shall be filed seven (7) calendar days before the
first day of trial.

(d) In jury trial cases; jury instructions, unless the Court advises otherwise.

153 13.3 MARKING EXHIBITS
Counsel shall arrange with the courtroom clerk to pre-mark exhibits outside the presence
of the judge or jury before the trial begins on the day those exhibits are to be used.
Plaintiff’s shall use numbers and defendants shall use letters unless ordered differently
by the judge.

154 13.4 ORIGINAL DEPOSITIONS

If a deposition is planned to be used at trial, the proponent of this evidence shall lodge the
original deposition with the courtroom clerk before the trial begins. (Egective January 1, 2007)
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Proposed changes to the Yolo Superior Court Local Rules
Rule 25 General Probate

Delete all General Probate Rules







Yolo Superior Court

Proposed New Local Rule 4.7

RULE 4: ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

4.7  BIAS INFORMAL COMPLAINT POLICY
(a) General
To preserve the integrity and impartiality of the judicial system, the Court shall:
(1) Ensure fairness

Ensure that courtroom proceedings are conducted in a manner that is fair and
impartial to all of the participants.

(2) Refrain from and prohibit biased conduct

In all courtroom proceedings, refrain from engaging in conduct and prohibit
others from engaging in conduct that exhibits bias based on race, religion,
ethnicity, national origin, socioeconomic status, disability, age, gender, or sexual
orientation, including whether that bias is directed toward counsel, court
personnel, witnesses, parties, jurors, or any other participants.

(3) Ensure unbiased decisions

Ensure that all orders, rulings, and decisions are based on the sound exercise of
judicial discretion and the balancing of competing rights and interests and are not
influenced by stereotypes or biases.

(b) Notice of Concern Process

If an individual has a concern about compliance with the mandates set forth above in
subsection (a) by the Court or by any courtroom participant, then:

(1) The individual may submit a written Notice of Concern to the Presiding Judge
or Chief Executive Officer, which identifies all courtroom participants and the
specific behavior or conduct occurring in the courtroom of concern;

(2) The intent of the Notice of Concern procedure is to educate all parties with the
purpose of ameliorating the concern rather than disciplining the person who is
the subject of the notice;

(3) To the extent possible and unless disclosure is required by law, the Court shall
protect the confidentiality of the noticing party, the person who is the subject of
the notice, and other interested persons;

(4) The focus of this Local Rule is on incidents of concern:

1. Bias based on race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, socioeconomic
status, disability, age, gender, or sexual orientation;



1. Whether that bias is directed toward counsel, court personnel, witnesses,
parties, jurors, or any other participants; and a

iii. Where the incident does not warrant discipline but requires education and
correction.

(4) Courtroom activities constituting legitimate advocacy when matters of race,
religion, ethnicity, national origin, socioeconomic status, disability, age, gender,
or sexual orientation which are relevant to issues in the courtroom proceeding
are exempt from this Notice of Concern procedure;

(¢) Formal Complaint Process

(1) With respect to any incident that if substantiated would warrant discipline
against a judge, the concerned individual may file a formal complaint with the
Commission on Judicial Performance;

(2) Nothing in this procedure in any way shall limit the ability of any person to
submit a formal complaint of misconduct regarding any courtroom participant
to the Commission on Judicial Performance or the appropriate disciplinary
body.

(3) A formal complaint about a courtroom participant should be sent as follows:
1. A Superior Court Judge

TO: The Commission on Judicial Performance (CJP)
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 14400

San Francisco, California 94102

Website: https://cjp.ca.gov/file_a complaint/

it. A Superior Court Commissioner

TO: Presiding Judge

Yolo Superior Court

1000 Main Street
Woodland, California 95695

iii. A Member of Court Staff or Court Contractor

TO: Court Executive Officer
Yolo Superior Court

1000 Main Street

Woodland, California 95695

iv.  An Attorney

TO: State Bar of California

100 Howard Street

San Francisco, California 94105

Website: www.calbar.ca.gov/Public/Complaints-Claims




v. A Courtroom Bailiff

TO: Yolo County Sheriff’s Office
140 Tony Diaz Drive
Woodland, California 95776



Yolo Superior Court
Proposed New Local Rule 10

RULE 10: ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICE

10.1 AUTHORITY AND COMPLIANCE

This rule governs permissive and mandatory electronic filing and service of documents in the
Superior Court of California, County of Yolo as authorized by California Code of Civil
Procedure section 1010.6 and Rules 2.250 et. Seq. and 5.552 of the California Rules of Court.
Unless this rule provides otherwise, parties filing and serving documents electronically shall
comply with all requirements for electronic filing and service set forth in California Code of
Civil Procedure section 1010.6 and Rules 2.250 et. Seq. and 5.552 of the California Rules of
Court.

10.2 MANDATORY ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICE

(a) All documents filed in civil, probate and family law cases shall be filed and served
electronically, except when personal service is required by statute or rule and excluding ex
parte applications.

(b) All new civil complaints shall include the Notice of Case Management Conference
form. The form can be found on the court’s website at www.yolo.courts.ca.gov. The Court
will fill in the date, time and department for the Case Management Conference.

(c) All documents, excluding the initial accusatory pleading, filed in criminal and juvenile
cases shall be filed and served electronically.

(d) Self-represented parties and non-parties are exempt from the mandatory electronic
filing and service requirements but are encouraged to participate.

(e) An attorney representing a party may request to be excused from the mandatory
electronic filing and service requirement by showing undue hardship or significant
prejudice.

1. An attorney requesting to be excused shall file with the Clerk of the Court and
service on all parties a Request for Exemption from Mandatory Electronic Filing
and Service (Judicial Council Form EFS-007) with a Proposed Order (Judicial
Council Form EFS-008).

2. An Attorney who requests an exemption shall be served with documents in paper
form until the Court rules on the request.

3. Undue hardship or significant prejudice does not include the inability to pay fees for
electronic filing.

(f) Self-represented parties, non-parties, and attorneys excused from electronic filing must
be served conventionally.



10.3 ELECTRONIC FILING REQUIREMENTS

All documents electronically filed, whether mandatory, permissive, by Court order, or by
stipulation of parties, must be electronically filed using one of the Court’s approved electronic
filing service providers, and must comply with the Court’s electronic filing requirements. All
requirements and a list of service providers are available on the Court’s website at
www.yolo.courts.ca.gov.

10.4 ELECTRONIC FILING ACCEPTANCE DEADLINE

Electronically filed documents filed prior to midnight on a Court day will be deemed filed as of
that day. For purposes of this Rule, filing occurs at the time the document is received by the
Court and a confirmation of the receipt is created. Any electronically filed document received
by the Court from 11:59PM to 7:59AM, or filed on a non-court day, will be deemed filed on the
first Court day after it is received.

10.5 ELECTRONIC FILING FEE WAIVER

A party who has received a fee waiver is not required to pay any fee for electronic filing and
service. A party who has not already received a fee waiver may request a waiver of the fees for
electronic filing and service by filing with the Court an Application for Waiver of Court Fees and
Costs (Judicial Council Forms FW-001 and FW-002).

10.6 CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS

Unless the electronically filed document is a confidential document pursuant to law and/or will
be filed under seal, to protect personal privacy, counsel and parties must refrain from including,
or must redact where inclusion is necessary, the personal data identifiers from all documents,
including exhibits, filed with the Court under this Rule, such as social security numbers and
financial account numbers. See Rule 1.201 of the California Rules of Court.

10.7 DOCUMENTS NOT FILED ELECTRONICALLY
(a) The following documents shall not be filed electronically:

e Subpoenaed documents

e Labor Commissioner deposit of cash or check

¢ Bonds

e Undertakings

¢ Deposits of cash, check or credit cards

e Wills/Codicils

e Sealed documents

e Financial institutes documents, care facility documents, or escrow documents as
defined under Probate Code section 2620

e California State vital records forms

e Appeals



(b) A party may be excused from filing any particular document or exhibit electronically if
it is not available in electronic format and it is not feasible for the party to convert the
document or exhibit to electronic format, or it may not be comprehensively viewed in an
electronic format, including but not limited to exhibits that are real objects. Such a
document or exhibit may be manually filed with the Clerk of the Court and served upon the
parties by conventional non-electronic means. A party manually filing such a document or
exhibit shall file electronically and serve a Notice of Manual Filing specifically describing
the document or exhibit and setting forth the reason the document or exhibit cannot be filed
electronically.

10.8 EXHIBITS

(a) Exhibit attachments to pleadings filed electronically shall be separated by a single page
with a title identifying the sequence of the exhibit.

(b) Proposed trial exhibits shall not be filed electronically but shall be lodged in paper
format with the trial department once assigned unless otherwise instructed by the Court.



Proposed changes to the Yolo Superior Court Local Rules
Rule 17 General Family Law

The Court no longer requires the filing of the Family Law Information Form.




